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Victorian Biodiversity Offsets

Method 1
Melbourne Strategic Assessment (MSA)

MSA Levy Estimator

@) Zoom in to select parcels

How it works in theory:

1. Developers in the Growth Areas pay
a Ievy per bIOCk MNative Vegetation

Regulatons Area

2. Money goes to State Government
to buy private land to create the
Western Grasslands Reserve and
fund Parks Vic to manage it.

3. Responsibility held by the State.
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Victorian Biodiversity Offsets

aSto2daNYyS {GN}XGS3IAO ! 34Sa4aYSyl
Key findings:

1. Only 7/36 areas currently protected.

2. 15 sites declining in condition. 17 unknown.

3. Severe issues include native vegetation clearing, illegal
dumping and weeds.
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Victorian Biodiversity Offsets

Method 2
Offsets via brokerage

a ) 4 )
Developer builds.

Landholders el el & = >gur\t)tfrﬁe2 S
produces an offset . devterl(())kzrrtcli/l?)ne . management plan
credit Pet. y and is paid annually

held in a Trust from the Trust for
10 years
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Victorian Biodiversity Offsets

Management standards for
native vegetation offset sites

Offset Agreements and Management Plans

A The Management Standards out lines all the options for Offsg
Agreements

A Each Offset Agreements has a specific Management Plans.
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Victorian Biodiversity Offsets

Vegetation offsets critiques
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2. Responsibility held by the Landholder not
Developer.
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The OSEY Conservation Fund

Method 3
Direct offsets

A OSEY Pty Ltd, a division of Resimax Group, was created to
manage the vegetation offsets allowing for the expansion of
the Eynesbury township.

A Currently over 1,000 hectares (spread over 10 properties) are
managed by the Fund. Each site undergoes an annual audit by
DEECA.

A Responsibility held by the Developer.

OSEY

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSERVATION
FUND




What we manage

1.Parwan (3 properties): Mixed grey box
woodland and grassland. 182 hectares
together.

2.Eynesbury: Mixed Grassland, Woodland :

Swamp. 13 Ha

3.Toolern Vale: Mixed C3 and C4 dominant
grassland. 53 Ha

4 Little River: C3 dominant grassland. 75 H
5.Glenmore: Mixed remnant anmdveged
yellow box/ yellow gum woodland. 480 Ha.
6.Morrisons: Mixed dry messmate forest an
grassland. 53 Ha

7.Buchan: Scrubby dry forest. 206 Ha
8.Murray RiverRiver Redgum floodplain
swamp. 91 Ha




The Crew

Greenville Environmental, with a crew of eight dedicated people, manage the native vegetation offset sites on
behalf of the OSEY Conservatlon Fund
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NN Picture left to rightLee Anderton, Joel Le Busque, Layne Offaglpr Gundry,
Ty  Stella Acklandtvans, Lilli Johnstone, Eric Eaares Thomas Ottenhoff




Parwan. An overview:

A Neighbours to the west also have ~32 Ha of biodiversity offsets, making
a consolidated area of ~205Ha that is protected for nature.

Grey box woodland, grassland and wetland EVCs.
Our sites with the most intense work required in 2025/26
- Large scale burns

- Large scale weed control, mostly of boxthorns and serrated tussock.
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- Mass plantings, 17,000 trees and shrubs required to be established
AY 2FFaSiad t NBRAOUSR mMpZzZnanan 2y U

A -Rabbitproof fence complete for one property. Rabbit extermination
begins.
A Potential release site for the Victorian Grassland Earless Dragon

Native plants present: Werribee Blue Bouloke Grey Box, Yellow Box,
2 KAUS /elLINbkaa tAySzZ ayvylftt {0 W2KYy(
RiceflowerYellow Rush lily, Blue Grass lily, LeeBl#gihibarbatd,

Rock fern, Ninawned grass.




Parwan. War against the African Boxthorns
Step one: Cut it out.
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Parwan. War against the African Boxthorns
Step two: Burn it.
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Parwan. War against the Serrated Tussock.
Step one: Burn it
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Morning preburn meeting W|th the contractors Habitat Land Management (HLM).
Burn total 2024: ~26Ha
Burn total 2025: ~31 Ha



Parwan. War against the Serrated Tussock.
Step one: Burn it




Parwan. War against the Serrated Tussock.
Step one: Burn it




Parwan. War against the Serrated Tussock.
Step two: Spray it.

different methods depending on the density and presence of native
grasses. Ute boom, knapsack booms, spot spraying with rigs and
knapsacks.




Parwan. War against the Serrated Tussock.
Step two: Spray it.

A Missed lines while knapsack booming.

A Learning, the native box grass
(Paspalidiuntonstrictun) is suspectable
to flupropanate.
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Parwan. Plant it

A Close to 10,000 trees and shrubs planted in 2025.

A Hit hard by the January heat wave with no rain. Lost ~30%. Some
areas fine, others devastated.

A Going forward, water crystals, up the summer watering regime

and use jute mats / handful of topsolil for the worse areas.
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Parwan. Plant it

Native sweat bee asleep in a
copperwire daisy.

Curvediceflowerresprouting and germinating from seed after being burned
in 2024.




Parwan. Other tasks
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Great Green Wall of Parwan.




Parwan. Other tasks

Restoration thinning to recover habitat

Accelerating tree growth in Box-lronbark forest

In short

Athur Rylah Institute study of benefits of selective thinning;:’.,tv_ff’ff,.,_' _.._'.;'-'?"-‘_“f“‘ ’ D, S
Boxlronbark forest. e R S e e
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Ecological thinning to help establish ground cover and shrub



Parwan. Grants

Won a $77,000 Green Links Grant, awarded by the
DEECA in partnership with the Moorabool
Landcare network anériends of Hopetoun Park &
Parwan Gorge. The grant is assisting us undertaking
environmental work along the Werribee River
escarpment (outside the covenant areas) across 3
properties, all with conservation
overlays/covenants.

Aims

Woody weed control

Native plantings and direct seeding

Rabbit control

Works conducted over 2022026.
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Toolern Vale

A 53 Ha/130 Ac of diverse native grassland

A Not a registered offset yet, but we manage it as if it is
one.

A Alarge ~ 13 Ha/32 Ac of solid kangaroo grass with nativé
forbs including blue devils, lemon beauty heads, scurf
peasglycinesstar cudweed, native St Johns wort, blue
Eella, pink bindweed, small vaniilaesand tall feather

eads.

A Mostly wallaby grass, windmill grass and spear grass
throughout the rest of the site.

A Took over the site in January 2024.Have been focusing
our weed control on Chilean Needle Grass, serrated
tussock and thistles.

A Potential release site for the Grassland Earless Dragon
A Conducting ecological burns and crash grazing.




To o To Do

Toolern Vale. Spring burn 2024

Cool burn

Mosaic pattern

Killed off weedy annual grasses such as
squirrettailed fescue\Wulpiasp.)

Strong regrowth and seed set of
kangaroo grass.
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Toolern Vale. Autummn burn 2025

Partnership with the Toolern Vale CFA
Cool burn

Mosaic pattern

Killed off weedy annual grasses such as |
Vulpiasp.




Toolern Vale. Herbicide Clodinafop trial

A Trialling the use of a grass speci
herbicide clodinafop(Group 1).

A Known to be effective against wil
oats (low rate) while native spea
grasses and wallaby grasses ca
tolerate it.

A Aim: Test the high rate to control [
annual rye grass and the effect o ,
the native spear/wallaby grasses{ .

Eynesbury grassland. Field of spear grass setting S

Toolern vale. Left: Untreated, full of annt
rye grass. Right: Treated, full of soft bror



Toolern Vale. Native goodies
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Toolern Vale. Seed harvesting

Obtaining native grass seed in bulk with suitable
provenances is difficult, solution, harvest it
ourselves!

Native grass seed was spread onsite in areas
where we undertook strong control steps on the
Chilean Needle grass.

Kangaroo grass seed was spread at the Parwan|
sites where burning the bekorn piles had
Wol 1SRQ GKS aSSR o0lyl®
52kg harvested from sites and roadsides.

Native grass seed harvested using a Grass Grabber borrowed from the Moorabool L
Network.



Toolern Vale. Sheep grazing




Toolern Vale. Sheep grazing
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Recovery and mass seed set of

the kangaroo grass aft

intensively grazed in early 2025. February 2026.
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Toolern Vale. Sheep grazing
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Drenching the sheep
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Clipping the sheep s feet
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Sheep

Marking and vaccinating the lambs



