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We respectfully acknowledge the Latji Latji people
as the Traditional Custodians on whose Country
“Raakajlim” is located.

We recognise their continued connection to land,
waters and community and we pay our respects to
Elders past and present.




Where’s “Raakajlim”?
* In the Mallee of northwest Victoria

50 km south-east of Mildura

« Adjoins Hattah-Kulkyne National Park on three sides
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490 hectares

 Irrigated horticulture
(citrus) to the north

« Connected to the
Murray River - flooded
in 2022!
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Timeline

« Purchased in two parts: 2001 & 2004

« Conservation Covenant (Trust for Nature):
2009

» 15 years of basic stewardship
* Founded Mallee Conservation 2020.

« Scale-up!

RN A
TRUST FOR
NATURE

Habitat forever
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More than 60 threatened species ...
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e Small-leaf Swainson Pea — Swainsona microphylla . ™ Desert Lantern Flower — Abutilon otocarpum







extinction
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South-west WA
I Western dark
B Western

Arid bronze azure*
B Inland hairstreak

Ogyris subterrestris subterrestris

The 26 Australian butterflies at greatest risk of

#7 Arid Bronze Azure Butterfly
B Dodd's azure*

™
\ East Coast
B Apolio jewel*
Inland grass-skipper* Pale imperial hairstreak
& I Mangrove-ant
® uw Australian fritillary®
Bulloak
Sapphire azure®
Black grass-dart
o B Bathurst
¥ . Southern sedge-darter
Western Vic and ® B Small alpine xenica*
south-east SA )
I Banks'
B Bright-eyed %, Tasmania

["] Golden-rayed blue
Small bronze

I Eastern bronze

. Yellow sedge-skipper*

B Arid bronze

7 I Marrawah skipper*®
Bl Ptunarra
M Tasmanian Chaostola Skipper*






Southern Whiteface




Weird and unknown




Phil - 50 years land management
Fiona - PhD Restoration Ecology
Em -17yo

Jazz - the conservation dog




* Volunteers - Phil and
Judy, family and friends

» Visitors from away

« Carey Baptist Grammar
School

« Environmental groups

* “Friends of Mallee
Conservation”

Landcare

Victoria Inc.




Rabbit and weed control

Conservation fence to manage grazing pressure
(kangaroos, goats, pigs)

Threatened plants and animals
Revegetation
Drought refuge / climate adaptation

(Visitors, volunteers, social media)




It doesn’t — no income from the
property

Operating costs funded by working
off-farm: $15-$35k per year

Between 0.8 and 1.8 FTE labour

“Project” works funded through
grants: $0.5M since 2006
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Because

« We love the land and didn’t want to see it
developed

« Land management outside of government
funding cycles and labour shortages

* A PhD project that never ended

Then

« Seeing results leads to snowballing effort -
it's addictive

And now

* An antidote to climate and biodiversity
related anxiety
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“More and more of us now realise the
cavalry isn’t coming to the rescue.

We are the cavalry.”

-Hugh Possingham-
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Plain wire electric fence
Three hot wires

Spacing allows small
critters through

Manages grazing pressure
(kangaroos, pigs, goats)

Learnt so much building
this — happy to share!
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Raakjlim Creek — 29th December 2022




26th December 2022
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% VICFLOR A Flora of Victoria

Pamse / Trachocohyta / Magrokopaida / Caryoohyfales / Moluginocese / Hyportals /  Hypertols cervana 2

Hypertelis cervianawws Wire-stem Chickweed

Tanoromic status Accupted
Cocurrerce ststun Present
Esmablishment means Nathwe
Degroe of estoblchment  MNathve

Treatmrone ClatPcantonr Dyatrbution Phecongy

Arewol. delioate herb, 4—10 om high. Foot thin. Stems often mony. erecto-potors. fllorm. Leowes (both
bagal and cauline kavea | 4-10 mm long. Fnear. somewhat succukent. often grey=-groesn. apas ocute 10
obtuse; bosal avas often So0n witherng couline Laves o whorks of 3-12 ferecence booes. umbel-
B, I-b-lhowered. Podicud 1150 men, capllaey. Topads eliptic to oliong, 1.5-2.5 mun lurg, rediadly
@wern, muargns ineerbrencus, white or clf —ehite, puendstent mound g Capande. Sturnens 5—5, shotte
thaes teprads. Capredv cvord, weciosed i e perianth. Seedy 2020, D-shuped, with u snge low ridge on
ths ke, obrecurwly reticubetw, brown, sightly shiry, cx 0.2 mm Throughout the yea:

Widespwad n southerm and sastern Turope. south wwetermn and southeen Axa and Adnea

Kewen lrom a siegiu cobection {Much 2023 ) from Coligran (NW Victona )L whese found in recantly
Hooded Evcalytow Laglones woodlend on gy clay. Blsewhere in Scadtndie % & widesptvad n wid weas,

Lt apprarntly uncomenon
®]

Croated by: Vol Stajsic. 9 Mac 2023

* New record for Victoria!
* Wire-stem Chickweed - Hypertelis cerviana
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Three populations known,
twoswere flooded.

80% of egglaying sites
Impacted

Massive reduction’in host { “al - VF as
sugar ants | : oy



Less than 300mm rainfall
Supplementary watering
Soil amendments

Direct seeding

Seed bowls
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Soil amendments
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« Exploring different models of future
ownership




Let’s talk ...

Phil and Fiona Murdoch
@ 0475 291 744

@ malleeconservation@gmail.com

é% malleeconservation.com.au

ﬂ Facebook.com/malleeconservation/

l@' Instagram.com/malleeconservation/
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