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Where’s “Raakajlim”?

• In the Mallee of northwest Victoria

• 50 km south-east of Mildura

• Adjoins Hattah-Kulkyne National Park on three sides
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• 490 hectares

• Irrigated horticulture 
(citrus) to the north

• Connected to the 
Murray River – flooded 
in 2022!



Timeline

• Purchased in two parts: 2001 & 2004

• Conservation Covenant (Trust for Nature): 
2009

• 15 years of basic stewardship

• Founded Mallee Conservation 2020.

• Scale-up!



Mallee woodlands



Riverine Chenopod Woodlands 
(Blackbox)



Semi-arid Woodlands



Native grasslands



Sand dunes



Desert Lantern Flower – Abutilon otocarpumSmall-leaf Swainson Pea – Swainsona microphylla

Limestone Sida – Sida spodochroma Tah Vine – Boerhavia coccinea

More than 60 threatened species …



Skeleton Fan-flower – Scaevola depauperata

Sand Sida – Sida ammophila

Prickly Bottlebrush – Callistemon brachyandrus

Garland Lily – Calostemma luteum



#7 Arid Bronze Azure Butterfly

Ogyris subterrestris subterrestris

Arid Bronze Azure butterfly



Pink Cockatoo and Pine Woodlands



Southern Whiteface



Weird and unknown



This is us

• Phil – 50 years land management

• Fiona - PhD Restoration Ecology

• Em – 17yo

• Jazz – the conservation dog



• Volunteers – Phil and 

Judy, family and friends

• Visitors from away

• Carey Baptist Grammar 

School

• Environmental groups

• “Friends of Mallee 

Conservation”

With

help 

from:



What we do
• Rabbit and weed control

• Conservation fence to manage grazing pressure 
(kangaroos, goats, pigs)

• Threatened plants and animals

• Revegetation

• Drought refuge / climate adaptation

• (Visitors, volunteers, social media)



• It doesn’t – no income from the 
property

• Operating costs funded by working 
off-farm: $15-$35k per year

• Between 0.8 and 1.8 FTE labour

• “Project” works funded through 
grants: $0.5M since 2006

Making it pay



Our why
Because

• We love the land and didn’t want to see it 

developed

• Land management outside of government 

funding cycles and labour shortages

• A PhD project that never ended

Then

• Seeing results leads to snowballing effort – 

it’s addictive

And now

• An antidote to climate and biodiversity 

related anxiety



Our why

“More and more of us now realise the 

cavalry isn’t coming to the rescue. 

We are the cavalry.”

-Hugh Possingham-



Biggest achievement? 
13km-long conservation fence

• Six different grant programs - 2014, 2020, 2021 - completed March 2022



Weston electric fence

• Plain wire electric fence

• Three hot wires

• Spacing allows small 
critters through

• Manages grazing pressure 
(kangaroos, pigs, goats)

• Learnt so much building 
this – happy to share!





Exciting event? 
Flooded! First time in 50 years.

Raakjlim Creek – 29th December 2022



5th November 2022 26th December 2022



18th September 2022

26th December 2022





• New record for Victoria!

• Wire-stem Chickweed – Hypertelis cerviana



But the Arid Bronze Azure butterfly…



Three populations known, 
two were flooded.

80% of egg laying sites 
impacted

Massive reduction in host 
sugar ants



Biggest challenge? -
Revegetation

• Less than 300mm rainfall

• Supplementary watering

• Soil amendments

• Direct seeding

• Seed bowls



Supplementary watering



Soil amendments





Direct seeding



Seed balls

Seed bowls



Seed bowls



Emus – eating and pooing



What’s next?
Succession planning

• Exploring different models of future 
ownership



Let’s talk …

Instagram.com/malleeconservation/

0475 291 744

Facebook.com/malleeconservation/

malleeconservation.com.au

Phil and Fiona Murdoch

malleeconservation@gmail.com
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